P lease allow me to introduce (or re-introduce for those who are already familiar with our organisation) the Council for Near-Infrared Spectroscopy (CNIRS). We are the US-based sister-organisation of the International Council for Near Infrared Spectroscopy (ICNIRS). Our primary objective is to advance and disseminate knowledge and information concerning the art and science of near infrared (NIR) spectroscopy and other allied sciences.
CNIRS is a technical affiliate of the Society for Applied Spectroscopy (SAS), a sponsoring member of the Federation of Analytical Chemistry and Spectroscopy Societies (FACSS) and the sponsor of the International Diffuse Reflectance Conference (IDRC) which takes place every even year at Wilson College in Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, USA and is often referred to as the "Chambersburg Conference".
CNIRS is a founder of the Gerald S. Birth Award, which is given for outstanding innovation in diffuse reflection or diffuse transmission spectroscopy, IDRC Travel Fellowship, which supports students and scientists who might be unable to attend our biannual conference without additional financial aid, and Honorary CNIRS Membership, which is bestowed on persons who have made exceptional contributions to the field of NIR spectroscopy and have been voted into their membership by the Governing Board of CNIRS.
As the President of CNIRS for the next two years, I will continue the work of the board of directors for a gradual and sustained growth of CNIRS into and beyond 2020. With a growing membership, expansion and partnering with FACSS, and the continuing excellence that is the International Diffuse Reflectance Conference, CNIRS is poised to deliver to its members the promise of its mission; to advance and disseminate knowledge and information concerning the art and science of NIR spectroscopy and other allied sciences. For those of you who are not members but want to learn more about the organisation, please visit www.cnirs.org.
With this new column in NIR news, CNIRS Corner, we will provide CNIRS members with an opportunity to communicate with their peers and others within the global NIR community. This may include thoughts and observations about their triumphs, difficulties, their successes and failures as they go about their daily work in the field. Future columns will be hosted by our Newsletter Editor, Gary Ritchie, and will feature contributions from experts from around the world on what he has communicated to me will be a mixed bag of unique, perhaps esoteric, unexpected maybe anticipated, practices and developments in the field of diffuse reflection and transmission spectroscopy including NIR and its associated practice of multivariate analysis.
Our first article is from Susana C. Cruz, who has provided a summary and overview of the International Forum Process Analytical Chemistry (IFPAC) meeting.
IFPAC ® 2015 Twenty-Ninth International Forum Process Analytical Chemistry

Personal Comments from Susana C. Cruz
The dedicated conference for Process Analytical Chemistry, IFPAC, gathered about 600 participants from around the world at the Crystal Gateway Marriot Hotel, in Arlington, VA, USA, from 25 to 28 January 2015. The days were swamped with several parallel sessions focused on many aspects of process analytical chemistry. Risk assessment, lifecycle management, continuous process monitoring, quality metrics, process analytical technology (PAT) implementation and (I like this one) risk and knowledge management are just some of the terms I brought home. Particularly, I was happy to see that chemometrics and quality by design (QbD) have become standard practices in process analysis. No particular aspect was left out-there were sessions on bioreactors, biotech and bioprocessing, on sensors, spectroscopy, microscopy and imaging, but also on advanced instruments, specifically on process spectroscopy, in general, and on process Raman in particular.
From the applications point of view, there was a symposium devoted to food, many pharma and clinical applications, and only a few (5% I would say) from the petrochemical world. There was a regulatory workshop, where both the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and the European Medicines Agency (EMA) presented their perspectives, and a session on the international harmonisation for implementation of risk-based review and inspection. Not only industry was represented, but also academia and many instrument representatives.
Vibrational spectroscopy, with NIR as the winner, was with no doubt the most spoken topic during these days in all of its aspects. I also heard about mass spectrometry and chromatography, and some other fully functional online wet chemistry process analysers. Nevertheless, these made only 15% (I dare to say) of the overall programme. The congress had such a rich programme that I came back with the impression that I lost a considerable part of it. As an application specialist I was mainly focused on searching for different areas of application for process spectroscopy, but soon it became clear to me this was a hopeless task. Excluding clinical and bio applications, I returned with the sensation that the "problems" are the same: scientists continue to find ways of overcoming them, technology continues to evolve, but application and implementation of process spectrometers within the non-pharma world continues to be restricted to a few markets in companies that combine, not only available budgets, but also teams of experts throughout the whole analyser lifecycle. Finally, I would like to say that yes-I do think process spectroscopy is alive and it will in fact "change" the world in the near future. doi: 10.1255/nirn.1513 
